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LIFE UNPLUGGED

What would life be like, asked trend forecaster
Francois Bernard at Maison&Objet, if we
unplugged all our appliances, all our wireless
devices, and just — disconnected?

This trend sees design going back to the basics:
products become functional and practical. Vange’s
Up Up Up all-in-one folding table and chairs is an
ingenious example of this trend at work. Made of
bamboo and steel, this outdoor chair-and-table
set is utterly portable.

Bamboo is a key element of this trend, as are
many other natural materials. Try incorporating
it into your home, along with reclaimed wood,
stone and ceramics. An all-round appreciation of
nature and all its bounty comes through with this
trend. At Bleu Nature, Kelly Hoppen’s petrified
coral pieces (featured in our Hot List this month)
celebrated the beauty of our oceans.

A natural extension of this trend is a heightened
appreciation for craftsmanship. At GAN, Patricia
Urquiola’s natural rugs and at Gervasoni, Paola
Navone’s poufs demonstrate the finer qualities of
artisan work. When trying this at home, choose
locally-made items with a distinctive cultural
background to them.
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Mukul Goyal
Cake Walk Cake Dish
www.mukulgoyal.com
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Qui est Paul?
Sardana
www gui-est-paul,com
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BARTOLI DESIGN
These guys are keeping it in the BEHXEMKRBER-ERE - KB

family. There's Carlo, the father, Carlo * T Anna Bartoli#¥l Paolo
and his children Anna Bartoli Bartoi2 I F + —AHESE
and Paolo Bartoli, each of whom BHEsm . [RERsEHes
is a trained architect. “Usually I . BEve—2EHEEITE- |

we split the work but we discuss == . [ Sos
all the projects together,” says Anna Bartolik 7 © [EFRE S

N TR Ak T A
Anna. "It's never easy because we o %%ﬁﬁ ié(‘(f’ Il 1 B
quarrel a lot.” Their creations have MIFRBEZERTREEMNE
been snapped up by some of design's biggest names, %+ EffArflex * Segis * Kartellfl
including Arflex, Segis, Kartell and Kristalia, as well as Kristalia @ & A Nodus ° Annaii :
Nodus. Says Anna, “We like to bring to each project an FHMETEEBEERITEYF
equilibrium ... a balance between very simple lines and  #; . ERBE YN SEABEER

something which is poetical.” SRR EETE o |
Bartoli
Annapurna

www, bartoli.it, www.nodusrug, it
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