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DOMAIN | At home & in the shops

Last year, Antwerp-based design studio Studio
Job bought a suburban villa in Bergeyk, near
Eindhoven. Once a factory and creative hub in
its 1960s heyday, architects such as Gerrit
Rietveld, designer Martin Visser, artists Donald
Jadd, Sol LeWitt and Anselm Kiefer were all
attracted to the village of Bergeyk.

Although the factory has long been closed,
the glory days of Dutch Functionalism or post-
war Modernism still lingers. In purchasing the
villa, originally designed by DL Sterenberg,
Studio Job opted to retain and restore the
property, as supporters of reusing and recycling
rather than demolishing.

How did the surrounding environment inspire
the restoration work of the villa?
The village is an important icon of Dutch post-
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war Modernism in the ‘50s and ‘60s. We wanted
to keep that spirit alive.

What attracted you to the house?

It's designed by architect DL Sterenberg, a pupil
and friend of Gerrit Rietveld, who mostly designed
social housing during the reconstruction period.
This is one of his rare private projects. The
location in the woods and the sandy road to the
villa is unusual for The Netherlands, too. The villa
itself is a symbol of Functionalism — you could call
it the opposite of our work.

What is it like to live/work there?

We don't know since we never lived there... The
surreal part of the project is that the house
looks like a family would live there... but nobody
does.

What is the ‘look’ you have created for
the villa?

We wanted to create a Gesamtwerk: we see the
house as an object, although it is totally
functional, with a car, washing machines, beds
and bathrooms, etcetera. The heart of the villa
is the special combination between ‘authentic’
Modernism and contemporary Sculpturalism.

What can you tell us about the Nodus carpets
in the house which you designed?

| think we did about seven different carpets for
Nodus. The collaboration is quite organic. We
translate the Studio Job ‘library of icons' and
memories into their carpets: it's like doing
a painting.
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